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Redistricting votes today; statute in offing?

By Jimmy Vielkind, Capitol bureau in Jack McEneny, Redistricting 

Posted on March 14, 2012 at 12:42 pm 

Members of LATFOR advanced a set of new districts for the Assembly and Senate to floor votes expected later today. The Legislature is expected to approve the lines, along with a constitutional amendment that would forever rip the redistricting pen from its hands.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo had threatened to veto LATFOR’s work as far back as his 2010 campaign, but has slowly shifted to accepting its lines — which have been derided by good-government groups and civil rights advocates — if they are coupled with the amendment as well as a statute backing it up.

He said during an interview Monday that he would veto the new set of lines without the statute, so it’s unclear if we are headed for a giant explosion today. Or a glorious, caught at the right field wall, solution.

Albany Assemblyman Jack McEneny, LATFOR’s Democratic co-chair, said he “would be surprised if that didn’t make it to the floor today or tomorrow.”

Why?

“The governor wants it, and the governor had promised to veto the lines from the very beginning, and then in the past few weeks has softened his stance and emphasized the importance of reforming the system rather than criticizing one particular redistricting,” McEneny said. “I know the governor wants that guarantee.”

“I saw the amendment, I haven’t seen the statute. I saw it written up as an outline. The two are essentially the same. It’s an insurance policy,” McEneny said.

So catch at the wall? Sen. Mike Nozzolio, LATFOR’s Republican co-chair, didn’t really answer when we asked him for an update on the statute.

Cuomo’s spokesman Josh Vlasto said, “discussions are ongoing.”
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